RBMARKS 

Claims in the case are 1 to 16. Claims 2-16 have been amended herein. 
Claims 2-1 6 of the above-identifled patent application have been amended as 
.0 form, for example, replacing "characterized in that" with -wherein-, and 
converting multi-dependent claims to dependent claims. Claim 16 has been 
Changed from a use Cairn to a method claim by amendment here.n^ The t,t,e has 
been Changed to correspond to the related Internationa, Patent P""-'-;- ^° 

00/23506. The patent application has also been amended to include an abstract on 

a separate page, which is included herewith. The amendments presented here. 

not represent the entry o, new matter into the application. Applicants respectfully 

request entry of this amendment. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Vrp.?|^...«= WITH M&RKI ^^^-'= Tn SHOW CHftNRES MADE 
IN THE SPEORCAIIQti: (Marked-Up) 

^;;7^;^~;;^ersion of the title at the top of page 1 , with markings to 

show changes made thereto in the present Preiiminary Amendment. 
[Transparent high-strength polyamlde film] 

Tn.M..PARt=NT H rH c-TPPKir^TH POI YAMIOE FILM 

iM THR CLAIMS: (Marked-Up) 

^,;;^ing are versions of the amended claims with markmgs to show 
changes made thereto in the present Preliminary Amendment. 

2 (Once Amended, Marked-Up) Ihe [Flfilm [according to] of [dClaim 1 [, 
Characterised in that] wbemin layer (I) contains, in addition to polyamide 6, a 
polyamide selected from the group consisting of polyamide 6, polyam.de 10, 
polyamide 12, polyamide 66, polyamide 610, polyamide 61, polyamide 612, 
poiyamlde 6/66, polyamide 61/aT, polyamide MXD6, polyamide 6,61, P°Va™de6, J' 
polyamide 6/,PDl, copolymers of the monomers forming those polymers, or mixtures 
of those polymers or copolymers. 

3 (Once Amended, Marked-Up) Ihe [FlJIm [according to either] of [clSlaim 
1 [or Claim 2, characterised in that] ^the particles dispersed in layer (I) have 
narticlesthat in two directions that are perpendicular to each other and are 
ant:; selectahle for each particle, each haveadimension Of atleast ten times 

the dimension of the particles in the direction having the smallest dimension. 

4 (Orice Amended, Marked-Up) IbS [F]f,lm [according to any one] of 
[c]Claim[s] 1 [to 3, characterised in that] Mthe particles used in ,ayer(l) are 
layered silicates. 
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5. (Once Amended, Marked-Up) Ihe [Multi-layer] film [according to any one] 
of [c]Claim[s] 1 [to 4, characterised in that it] wherein said film contains, in addition to 
one or more layers (I), further polyamide-containing layers (II) containing no or less 
than 10 ppm nano-scale nucleating agent. 

6. (Once Amended, Marked-Up) Ihe [F]film [according to any one] of 
[c]Claim[s] 1 [to 5, characterised in that it] wherein said film contains one or more 
EVOH-containing layers (III). 

7. (Once Amended. Marked-Up) Ihe [Multi-layer] film [according to any one] 
of [c]Claim[sl 1 [to 6, characterised in that it] wherein said film has an at least single- 
layer sealing layer (V) on one outer side of the multi-layer film. 

8 (Once Amended, Marked-Up) Ihe [Mulfi-layer] film [according to any one] 
of [c]Claim[s] 1 [to 7, characterised in that it] wherein said film contains one or more 
adhesion-promoting layers (IV). 

9 (Once Amended, Marked-Up) Ihe [Multi-layer] film [according to any one] 
of [c]Claim[s] 1 [to 8, characterised in that it] wherein said film contains, in addition to 
the layers (I) and optionally (11). (HI), (IV) and/or (V), one or more further polymenc 
layers. 

10. (Once Amended, Marked-Up) Ihe [Hfilm [according to any one of 
claims] of Claim 1 [to 5, characterised in that it] wherein said film has only 
polyamide-containing layers. 

11. (Once Amended. Marked-Up) Ihe [F]film [according to any one of 
claims] of Claim 1 [to 6, characterised in that it] wherein said film has only 
polyamide-containing and EVOH-containing layers. 
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12. (Once Amended, Marked-Up) Jhe [Flfilm [according to either claim] of 
Claim 10 [or claim 1 1 , characterised in that it] wherein said film, has a thickness of 
from 13 to 30 i^m. 

13. (Once Amended, Marked-Up) Ihe [F]film [according to any one of 
claims] of Claim 1 [to 12, characterised in that it] wherein said film has been 
produced in the form of a flat film. 

14. (Once Amended, Marked-Up) Ihe [F]film [according to any one of 
claims] of Claim 1 [to 13, characterised in that] vA^mm layer (I) forms an outer layer 
of the film. 

15. (Once Amended, Marked-Up) Ihe [F]film [according to any one of 
claims] of Claim 1 [to 14. characterised in that] wherein at least one layer (I) is 
subjected, after extrusion, to a stretching operation selectedfrgmi stretching only in 
the longitudinal direction[.]i stretching only in the transverse direction[,]i stretching 
first in the longitudinal and then in the transverse direction[,]i stretching in the 
longitudinal and transverse directions simultaneously[,]i [or] and combinations 
thereof. 

16. (Once Amended, Marked-Up) [Use of a multi-layer film according to any 
one of claims] a r^^thnH of using the film of C laim 1 [to 15] in the packaging of 
foodstuffs on shape-fill-seal machines. 
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